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We were sad to lose one of our enthusiastic committee members, Alice Gutkind, who
passed away in June. Her son has written about her eventful life and shares it with us
in this newsletter, including Alice’s pleasure in supporting the Friends. If you have
memories of her you’d like to share with Christopher and Katherine, they would
welcome them. They are likely to put an album together of such things. Please email
us at FOHL and we’ll pass them on.
I was delighted to present our book prizes at Brookfield Primary School in July.
Teachers identified the child in their class who has made most progress in reading
and these children had visited the Owl Bookshop and chosen their book prize. I was
pleased to see one had chosen White Boots by Noel Streatfield, a classic and one of
my favourites when I was 10 years old. At the special assembly, watched by the prize
winners’ families and the whole school, Danny Scheinmann, actor and author was the
special guest. He entertained us with the story of Scheherazade set to music and
encouraged the children to read. Whatever their reading skills they could enjoy the
stories, he said. Nick Durant, the Camden team leader for our library, promoted the
Summer Reading Challenge and showed off the book bag, wrist band and stickers on
offer to those signing up.
I hope you will come and stop for a chat at our regular stall at the York Rise Street
Party on Sunday September 9th from 12 noon. It is a chance for us to promote our
precious library and encourage people to use it (and to join the Friends!) The whole
event is great fun with music, entertainment as well as street food. Help running the
stall would be appreciated, please let us know. FOHL@dartmouthpark.org.
Our new poetry section is now up and running with a great selection of poetry
books on a handsome oak shelf unit, dedicated to the memory of John Horder. Come
in and borrow an anthology.
As always, we welcome you to join us as volunteers to work in the library, to
manage the hall or to join our committee to plan and run events. Just come and talk
to any committee member at an event or contact us by email or through our website.
We also welcome your suggestions for events.

Linda Lefevre, Chair

Things to Come
Sunday September 9th York Rise Street Party from noon
Thursday September 13th 7.30pm Caitlin Davies Remarkable Women Caitlin
will talk to us about her two new books. One, Bad Girls: A History of Rebels and
Renegades, is a fascinating look at how disobedient and defiant women changed not
only the prison service, but the course of history. Those who defied expectations
about feminine behaviour have long been considered dangerous and unnatural, and
ever since the Victorian era they have been removed from public view, locked up and
often forgotten about. Many of these women ended up at HM Prison Holloway.
The other Daisy Belle Swimming Champion of the World is a novel about love,
betrayal and swimming, inspired by the career of Agnes Beckwith, a champion
Victorian swimmer who was once world famous but is now largely forgotten. The
novel opens in Margate in 1864, where two-year-old Daisy first learns to swim. At the
age of 14 she becomes the first female to swim the Thames, her father capitalizes on
her fame and she begins to perform in a whale tank at the Royal Aquarium, a palace
of amusement in Westminster. After a near death experience, Daisy escapes his
swimming kingdom and flees back to Margate.
Thursday October 4th is National Poetry Day, to mark it Highgate Library is holding a
small poetry-reading event to celebrate the work of John Horder, Please join us at
6pm in the main library for a reading of some of John’s poems and a selection of
others.
Thursday October 11th 7.30pm Mike Newell in conversation with Dan Carrier
Mike Newell, director of over 80 films and perhaps best known for Four weddings
and a Funeral and Harry Potter & the Goblet of Fire, will talk with Dan Carrier about
his latest film The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. Dan has lived and
worked in Guernsey and interviewed many who remembered the wartime
occupation, the subject of this film based on Mary Ann Shaffer's novel. Their talk
should make for a fascinating evening. Don’t miss it!
Thursday November 8th 7.30pm Salley Vickers The Librarian It is 1958 and Sylvia, a
newly trained librarian, sets out to inspire the local children in a small market town to
read. But this seemingly innocent project leads to an affair and releases
undercurrents of prejudice that end up threatening her job and the library itself.
Salley Vickers will be discussing her new novel and reflecting on the impact of
libraries on her own childhood that ultimately lead to her becoming a writer. The
Librarian features an eclectic collection of children’s books to which Sylvia introduces
the children, all books that Salley herself enjoyed as a child and now shares with her
children and grandchildren.
Thursday December 13th 7.30pm An evening of music and drama to celebrate the
season.

Recent Events
June 14th Christian Wolmar Engines of War: How wars were won and lost on the
railways
Local journalist and transport expert Christian Wolmar gave a compelling
account of the role played by the railway industry in the mechanisation and
escalation of war in the 19th and 20th centuries spanning a 100 year period from the
Crimean War through to the Korean War. He had a huge amount of material derived
from his research for his book “Engines of War” including maps, diagrams and
photographs which he used to illustrate and support his case. He dealt ably with
questions from a lively audience, including some esoteric ones raised by people with
their own detailed knowledge.
June 28th 7pm at Lauderdale House Love Scenes from As You Like it with Songs
The Live Literature Company performed on the tea lawn at Lauderdale House with
their talented US students. It was a polished performance much enjoyed on the warm
summer evening. Valerie Doulton, the director, has kindly donated the money
collected to support our Children’s Art Project.
July 12th Genevieve Fox Milkshakes and Morphine: A memoir of Love and Loss A
cancer diagnosis provoked a fascinating reconsideration of the implications for her of
the early loss of her parents and of the impact her early death would have on her
children and on the legacy she would leave for them. Genevieve shared her
experience in an interesting discussion of her book with the audience.
Highgate Library Civic and Cultural Centre
Our hall continues to be popular for a wide range of community users. It is perfect for
meetings of up to 80 people and for seminars and dance and exercise classes. We
have sales, children’s craft workshops, art exhibitions and our popular film club.
Enquire if you wish to hire our lovely space and tell your friends about it. Full details
on the HLCCC website www.dartmouthpark.org/FOHL/HLCCC-childrens-corner.
Keeping in touch.
We use email to send urgent messages and reminders of events so please ensure that
we have your up to date email address. Ours is FOHL@dartmouthpark.org. and you
can email us with comments too. . Please tell your friends and neighbours about
FOHL and encourage them to join. Our library is a unique public space with a proud
history of providing a local service for the whole community.
Plans for 2019
We already have exciting plans for events in 2019. In January, Grace Livingstone who
writes on Latin America, will discuss her latest work, Britain and the Dictatorships of
Argentina and Chile,1973-82. In February Rachel Malik will present her highly
acclaimed first novel Miss Boston and Miss Hargreaves. Based on the life of her
grandmother it is the story of a young woman who in 1940 moves from the city to
help a lonely farmer. In March we hope to welcome back one of our patrons Hunter
Davies.

Sarah Harrison, the FoHL Volunteer Coordinator, news from Highgate Library
On October 4th, to coincide with National Poetry Day, Highgate Library is holding a
small poetry-reading event to celebrate the work of John Horder, “the hugging poet”
who left his extensive collection to the Library. Many of John’s hardback poetry books
are now housed in a purpose-built bookcase “The Poetry Corner” which is dedicated
to him. The work of sorting John’s bequest is now nearly completed, with some seven
metres of books including many biographies and novels incorporated into the
Library’s stock, other Library collections and many of the rest sold to raise money
towards the costs of our children’s Four Seasons Art Project. You are warmly invited
to the Poetry Reading, 6pm on Thursday 4th October.
Volunteers and library staff have been hard at work reorganising the adult fiction
to make space for all the new stock and revising the organisation of the Children’s
Library to make it easier for children to find books. The Library is looking good. Come
in to explore and indeed borrow from the new stock.
July saw the start of the Children’s Summer Reading Scheme. This national scheme
is aimed at keeping primary school children reading during the long summer break,
enticing them with rewards to read 6 books. The older children are encouraged to
write short reviews of the books they read, from which in the autumn we create a
display. The theme this year is Mischief Makers, celebrating the 80th anniversary of
The Beano comic. Do encourage your children, grandchildren, neighbours’ children to
join in – the children clearly enjoy it very much.
In July, sixty children from Brookfield School worked in small groups with artist
Sandie Sutton to create an image of “summer”, using discarded plastics. This is the
first of the images for the “Four Seasons” art project; the others, creating images for
autumn, winter and spring, will follow during the next nine months with groups of
children from other local schools working with professional artists. When they are
completed, the finished works will be mounted in the Children’s Library. While we
have raised much of the money required for this project we do still need more. If you
would be interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact Sarah Harrison at FoHL
through our email or website.
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