








In 1890, Henry married Emily Robson, daughter of a railway store keeper, and they 
had five children.  At their first home, their neighbours were in skilled working class 
jobs, e.g. a cabinet maker and a boiler smith; in 1901 they had a live-in servant; and 
by 1911 they had moved to Low Fell, then a suburb of Gateshead. 

     Henry became a well-respected figure in Gateshead, very active in local music, and 
in the library profession as Secretary of the Northern Counties Library Association.   
His funeral was reported in the local paper, and was attended by the Town Clerk and 
other local officials, and librarians from across the north east.    

     My grandmother was Hilda Emily, his youngest child.  Though I have no definite 
evidence for this, I like to think she was named after a character in Ibsen: Hilde 
Wangel, from his play The Masterbuilder. Ibsen was then one of most significant 
figures in European literature and as a literate man, Henry would certainly have 
known Ibsen’s work.  

Nick Durant, Team Leader, Highgate and West Hampstead Libraries 

** From: A Brief History of the Public Library Movement in Gateshead, produced in 
1926 for the opening of the new Gateshead Library 

Editor’s note   In January, Dr Michelle Johansen gave a very interesting talk about 
public librarians in Victorian and Edwardian times. The audience were fascinated by 
her account of how working class men improved their lot by becoming the librarians 
of the early pioneering libraries.  We then discovered that Nick Durant, who 
supervises Highgate and West Hampstead libraries, had a great grandfather who was 
one of these men 

 

Things to Come continued from page 2 

Caitlin Davies’ other new book, Daisy Belle Swimming Champion of the World is a 
novel about love, betrayal and swimming, inspired by the career of Agnes Beckwith, a 
champion Victorian swimmer who was once world famous but is now largely 
forgotten. The novel opens in Margate in 1864, where two-year-old Daisy first learns 
to swim. When her father Jeffrey is appointed Swimmer Professor at the Lambeth 
Baths, the family move to London where Daisy makes her debut in Professor Belle’s 
Family of Frogs. 
     At the age of 14 she becomes the first female to swim the Thames, her father 
capitalizes on her fame and she begins to perform in a whale tank at the Royal 
Aquarium, a palace of amusement in Westminster. But after a near death experience 
and the realization that her father is not the man she thought he was, Daisy escapes 
his swimming kingdom and flees back to Margate. 

Sunday September 9th   York Rise Street Party from noon   the Friends will have a 
stall to promote the Library, encourage membership and recruit volunteers.  If you 
can help please let us know FOHL@dartmouthpark.org.  We’ll provide the materials  
we just need you to chat to the people passing by!.          

mailto:FOHL@dartmouthpark.org


Recent Events 
Thursday March 8th   Toby Faber    Faber and Faber:  A distinguished Publishing 
House  As the grandson of Faber and Faber's founder, Toby Faber grew up steeped in 
its books.  He was managing director for four years and is still on the board.  In this 
most interesting and entertaining talk, Toby gave us an insight into the world of 
publishing, with specific reference to Faber and Faber.  With slides to accompany his 
words, he traced the firm's history explaining that much of the success of Faber and 
Faber was the result of having a strong editorial team - T S Eliot was an early recruit - 
and an insistence on good design and illustration.  

Thursday April 19th   Annual General Meeting   Gillian Tindall “The Tunnel Through 
Time”   Historian Gillian Tindall took the FOHL audience on a virtual and visual 
journey along the path of Crossrail’s tunnel through time.  Her talk showed how the 
Crossrail route follows very ancient routes, such as the one linking the 18th century 
Paddington village to Tyburn – now Oxford Street – often travelled by foot. As she led 
us eastward along the map, Gillian told us fascinating facts related to London’s 
history. Who knew that some of the oldest houses in London are still standing in 
Denmark Street? The audience obviously loved the talk and many queued to buy a 
signed copy of her book from Gillian herself.  

Thursday May 17th    Mrs Shaw Herself - A Glimpse into the life of Charlotte Payne-
Townshend   A one woman show about the life of Charlotte Payne-Townshend who 
became the wife of GB Shaw at the age of 41. It was an unconventional marriage and 
lasted until the death of Charlotte. They were real soulmates and Charlotte provided 
the stable financial and moral support GB Shaw needed for his creativity. 
     Alexis Leighton enacted the life of Mrs Shaw and her contemporaries, reading from 
letters and diaries. The evening was greatly enhanced by Helen Tierney who played 
atmospheric music on a Celtic harp.  We learned how Mrs Shaw, who grew up in a 
wealthy Irish family, became an Irish political activist and was dedicated to the 
struggle of women’s rights. She donated £1000 for the Shaw Library of the London 
School of Economics which is named after her. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and 
educational evening. 
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